
 

Introduction 

innogy is currently building Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm.   In Spring 2018, once the wind farm is fully 

operational, an investment fund of £459,200 per year will be made available.  Such a significant 

investment has the potential to benefit both the communities closest to the wind farm and the wider 

region.  Therefore we are proposing two related funds, a Local and Regional Fund.  Each year, funds will 

only be allocated to the Regional Fund after the Local Fund has considered all of its applications, therefore 

no sound application to the local fund should lose out at the expense of an application from the wider 

area.  A panel of local people will decide how the fund is spent in the case of the local fund, and a panel of 

experts in the themes of the fund will decide how the regional fund is spent.  A separate questionnaire on 

the Local Fund is available for completion on our website until 15
th

 December 2017, a map of the draft 

area of benefit for this fund is also available, please visit: www.innogy.com/brechfaforest  

Work to date 

innogy has set up an advisory group that is currently working with us to develop the model for the Regional 

Fund, there are more details on this group on our website.  The intention is for the Regional Fund to 

support themes that are pertinent to both the Brechfa Forest communities and the wider region.  The 

initial themes that we have identified as pertinent to the Brechfa Forest area, following our extensive 

consultation in 2013, are: 

- Helping to create better paid local employment opportunities 

- Developing the tourism industry so people stay in the area longer 

- Supporting the development/improvement of community facilities 

- Providing business support through grants and affordable loans 

- Supporting the development of community/social enterprise 

- Improving communications including mobile phone, broadband and transport  

- Encouraging the supply of affordable housing 

- Supporting renewable energy schemes for local households and businesses 

We have yet to exactly define what will constitute the ‘Region’ for the purposes of the fund but is likely to 

include part of the Local Authority areas of both Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion as the wind farm is 

located close to the border of both Local Authority areas.  We are currently seeking views on potential 

definitions. 

A different funding opportunity 

As wind farm investment funds are usually donated by private sector businesses they are among the most 

flexible funding sources available.  They can be used for capital or revenue funding, to support voluntary 

organisations, businesses and in some cases private individuals. They can also be made available in the 

form of grants or interest free loans.  Their longevity as a funding stream is also highly unusual as the fund 

is available each year throughout the life of the wind farm (up to 25 years).       
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Due to these unique qualities, in innogy’s experience the benefit of these funds is maximised when 

targeted to fund costs and projects that are difficult to fund elsewhere.  We are therefore keen to 

understand the current funding gaps that exist for projects that fall under the themes above, to see if we 

could target our funds to fill them. 

Your views 

We are therefore keen to hear the views of organisations and/or individuals that could potentially benefit 

from the Regional Fund, on the types of projects, initiatives and costs they think the fund might be well 

placed to cover.  We’d like to hear from organisations and individuals, with experience working in the 

above themes, how they think the regional fund might best be targeted to maximise its impact. 

We’re also interested to hear views on how the geographical ‘Region’ might best be defined. 

If you would like to get involved you are invited to provide any feedback, ideally in written form initially, 

and before 15
th

 December 2017 to:   

Kathryn Harries 

Community Investment Officer 

Innogy Renewables UK Ltd 

Unit 22, Baglan Bay Innovation Centre 

Central Avenue 

Baglan Energy Park 

SA12 7AX 

Tel: 01639 816191 

Email: community.investment@innogy.com 

  

Tender Opportunity 

 The Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Investment Fund will be administered by a professional 

organisation with appropriate experience.  If you know an organisation that might be suitable to manage 

the fund, please encourage them to consider expressing an interest in the tender process by completing 

and returning the form on our website: www.innogy.com/brechfaforest before 15th December 2017. 


